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DETAILED ACTION 



1. This action is responsive to papers filed on December 29, 2004. 



Response to Amendment 

2. In response to applicant's amendment received on December 29, 2004, all requested 
changes to the claims have been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments filed December 29, 2004 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

4. As to claims 1, 23, 47, 53 and 55, the applicant argues that Goldberg (already of record) 
does not teach or fairly suggest a character positioning unit for obtaining position information 
representing a physical area in which the target character exists at a certain time among a 
plurality of areas (emphasis added). 

Examiner disagrees, the prior art of Goldberg discloses, in column 7, lines 40-58, that 
when the remote ID tag comes into the range of the reader, information about the identity of the 
patron as well as the patron's approximate location in the ride are obtained. Furthermore the 
patron's approximate location in the ride is corresponded to a particular car on the ride and even 
their location in the cars. This is done using the knowledge of the patron's approximate location 
and the systems knowledge of each car at that same instants of time. Therefore it is the 
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Examiners opinion that the patrons' approximate location in the ride or a particular car represents 
position information, representing a physical area, in which the target character exists at a certain 
time among a plurality of areas. 

5. As to claims 12, 35, 50, 54 and 56, Applicants argue that Goldberg does not teach or 
fairly suggest the claimed screening unit as claimed in claim 12. 

Examiner disagrees, Goldberg discloses an image screening unit for identifying an area in 

which said camera system captures said image for the target character according to said time and 

i 

said position information obtained by said character positioning unit, screening images captured 
in other areas out of a plurality of images to obtain remaining images and selecting said image 
having said target character form said remaining images according to said character information 
in column 7, lines 40-58, column 14, lines 4-7 and 51-62 and column 16, lines 16-28. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

7. Claims 1-7, 9, 11-18, 22-30, 32, 34-42, 44 and 46-56 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) 
as being anticipated by USPN 6,526,158 to Goldberg. 
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As to claim 1, Goldberg discloses an image collecting system for collecting an image 
having a target character therein, comprising: 

A camera system that captures an image in which the target character is caught in a 
predetermined area (column 4, lines 6-11, column 12, lines 28-37 and column 14, lines 4-7 and 
51-61, wherein person or patron corresponds to target character); 

An image database that stores images captured by said camera system (column 13, lines 

41-45); 

* 

A character information database that stores character information for identifying a 
person caught in an image as the target character (column 6, lines 3 1-42 and column 9, lines 7- 
14, wherein remote identification or identifiers corresponds to character information); 

A character positioning unit for obtaining position information representing a physical 
area in which the target character exists at a certain time among a plurality of areas (column 7, 
lines 41-58, column 13, lines 29-40 and column 14, lines 4-7 and 23-33, wherein date, time, 
name of ride, determining head locations, remote ED, and camera ID correspond to position 
information since they all identify the position or location of the patron when the image is taken); 
and 

An image collecting unit that connects to said image database and said character 
information database to identify images stored in said image database with the target character 
therein based on the character information stored in said character information database and the 
position information of the target character obtained by said character positioning unit, and 
collect images in which the target character is caught from the images stored in said image 
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database (column 7, lines 41-58, column 14, lines 4-16, column 15, lines 21-26 and column 15, 
lines 41-49). 

As to claim 2, Goldberg discloses the image collecting system as claimed in claim 1, 
further comprising: 

An image transmitter that connects to said camera system, said image database storing 
said images transmitted by said image transmitter (column 13, lines 41-45); 

A position transmitter that transmits signals having said position information of the target 
character (column 7, lines 41-58, and column 14, lines 4-7 and 23-33); and 

A receiver, located remote from said position transmitter, said receiver being operably 
connected to said character positioning unit (column 14, lines 17-33). 

As to claim 3, Goldberg discloses the image collecting system as claimed in claim 1, 
further comprising: 

An ID information holder to be carried by the target character, the ID information holder 
having ID information that uniquely identifies the target character (column 6, lines 3 1-42, 
wherein remote ED tag corresponds to ED information holder); and 

An ID information reader for reading the ID information from said ID information holder 
(column 6, lines 3 1-42, wherein remote ED reader corresponds to ED information reader), 

Wherein said character positioning unit obtains the position information of the target 
character based on the ID information read by said ED information reader (column 7, lines 41-58 
and column 14, lines 4-7 and 23-33). 
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As to claim 4, Goldberg discloses the image collecting system as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein: 

When the target character is among a plurality of persons that are caught in a plurality of 
images (column 7, lines 47-58, column 13, lines 29-40, column 14, lines 51-54 and column 16, 
lines 16-28, wherein a target character or specific patron maybe one of a plurality of patrons that 
are captured in a plurality of photographs either individually or with multiple patrons in a photo); 

The position information of each person of the plurality of persons includes relative 
position information of said each person with respect to the plurality of persons (column 7, lines 
47-58, column 13, lines 29-40, column 14, lines 51-54 and column 16, lines 16-28, wherein 
through the use of date, time, name of ride, the camera location ED's, remote ID tags, switches on 
a car and identifying head locations in a wide view image patrons, position information with 
respect to other patrons can be determined), and 

Each person of the plurality of persons, and one of said plurality of images and said target 
character from said plurality of persons is identified in all of said plurality of images (column 13, 
lines (column 14, lines 51-61 and column 16, lines 16-29), 

Said image collecting unit identifies the rest of the plurality of persons in the rest of the 
plurality of images based on said relative position information of said each person (column 14, 
lines 51-61 and column 16, lines 16-29). 

As to claim 5, Goldberg discloses the image collecting system as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein: 
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Said camera system includes a camera group having a plurality of cameras which capture 
a plurality of images in which a same person is caught from a plurality of different angles 
(column 14, lines 51-61, wherein a multiple cameras take multiple images of a patron, inherently 
at different angles) and 

When a person in one of the plurality of images, which is caught by a camera included in 
said camera group, is identified as the target character (column 28, lines 43-48 and column 14, 
lines 51-61, wherein the remote id reader identifies the person as the target character), 

Said image collecting unit identifies the same person in the rest of the plurality of images 
captured by the rest of the cameras included in said camera group as the target character, without 
accessing said character information database repeatedly (column 14, lines 51-61, remote id 
reader combines the id signal with the image and sends them to storage without accessing the 
character info database repeatedly). 

As to claim 6, Goldberg discloses the image collecting system as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein: 

Said camera system includes a camera group having at least one camera which captures a 
plurality of images in which a same person is caught at sequentially different moments (column 
14, lines 51-61, wherein a multiple cameras take multiple images of a patron, inherently at 
different angles), 

When said same person is identified as the target character in one of the plurality of 
images caught by said at least one camera in said camera group (column 28, lines 43-48 and 
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column 14, lines 51-61, wherein the remote id reader identifies the person as the target 
character), 

Said image collecting unit identifies the same person in the rest of the plurality of images 
as the target character, without accessing said character information database repeatedly (column 
14, lines 51-61, remote id reader combines the id signal with the image and sends them to 
storage without accessing the character info database repeatedly). 

As to claim 7, Goldberg discloses the image collecting system as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein: 

Said character positioning unit obtains the position information of the target character 
which includes information that the target character passes a first predetermined point at a certain 
first time (column 7, lines 41-58, column 12, lines 53-61, column 13, lines 29-40 and column 14, 
lines 4-7 and 23-33, wherein date, time, name of ride, determining head locations, remote ID, 
and camera ID correspond to position information since they all identify the position or location 
of the patron when the image is taken, specifically when a car triggers a switch this indicates that 
a patron has just passed a first predetermined point at a certain first time), and 

Said image collecting unit limits images to identify the target character to images that are 
captured in a moving range of the target character for a period of time based on said first time the 
target character passes said first predetermined point (column 7, lines 41-58 and column 12, lines 
53-61, wherein when the patron passes a specific point as indicated by the switch the camera can 
take an image of the patron a certain time later based on them passes that point). 
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As to claim 9, Goldberg discloses the image collecting system as claimed in claim 7, 
wherein: 

Said camera system includes a plurality of cameras operable to capture images in a 
predetermined route (column 14, lines 51-61), 

Said character positioning unit obtains said position information including information 
that the target character passes said first predetermined point on said predetermined route at said 
first time (column 7, lines 41-58, column 12, lines 53-61, when a car triggers a switch this 
indicates that a patron has just passed a first predetermined point at a certain first time), and 

Said image collecting unit limits said images to identify the target character to images 
that are captured in said moving range based on said time the target character passes said first 
predetermined point on said predetermined route (column 7, lines 41-58 and column 12, lines 53- 
61, wherein when the patron passes a specific point as indicated by the switch the camera can 
take an image of the patron a certain time later based on them passes that point). 

As to claim 1 1, Goldberg discloses the image collecting system as claimed in claim 1, 
further comprising: 

A character speed obtaining unit that detects a speed of the target character, while 
moving through a predetermined route, at a certain moment at a predetermined point in said 
predetermined route (column 13, lines 6-15); and 

A character position forecasting unit that forecasts a position of the target character after 
a predetermined time from said certain moment based on said speed of the target character going 
through said predetermined route and the position information of the target character at said 
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moment the target character passes said predetermined point (column 7, lines 41-58 and column 
12, lines 53-61, wherein when the patron passes a specific point as indicated by the switch the 
camera can take an image of the patron a certain time later based on them passes that point), 

Wherein said camera system includes a plurality of cameras which capture images in said 
predetermined route (column 14, lines 51-61), and 

Said image collecting unit limits images to identify the target character to images that are 
captured by a camera included in said plurality of cameras and provided at said position forecast 
by said character position forecasting unit (column 7, lines 41-58 and column 14, lines 51-61). 

As to claim 12, Goldberg discloses an image screening system that effectively 
accumulates data of images in which a certain target character is caught into an image database, 
comprising: 

A camera system that captures an image having the target character therein in a 
predetermined area, and that records a time and place the image is captured (column 4, lines 6- 
11, column 12, lines 28-37 and column 14, lines 4-7 and 51-61, wherein person or patron 
corresponds to target character); 

An image transmitter that operably connects to said camera system (column 13, lines 41- 

45); 

A character information database that stores character information for identifying a 
person caught in an image as the target character (column 6, lines 31-42 and column 9, lines 7- 
14, wherein remote identification or identifiers corresponds to character information); 
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A character positioning unit for obtaining position information of the target character at a 
certain time (column 7, lines 41-58, column 13, lines 29-40 and column 14, lines 4-7 and 23-33, 
wherein date, time, name of ride, determining head locations, remote ED, and camera ED 
correspond to position information since they all identify the position or location of the patron 
when the image is taken); 

An image screening unit for identifying an area in which said camera system captures 
said image for the target character according to said time and said position information obtained 
by said character positioning unit, screening images captured in other areas out of a plurality of 
images to obtain remaining images and selecting said image having said target character form 
said remaining images according to said character information (column 7, lines 40-58, column 
14, lines 4-7 and 51-62 and column 16, lines 16-28); and 

An image database that connects to said image screening unit and stores data of the 
selected image having the target character therein (column 14, lines 51-61 and column 16, lines 
16-29). 

As to claims 13-18, please refer to the rejections made for claims 2-7 above, respectively. 

As to claim 22, please refer to the rejections made for claim 1 1 above. 

As to claims 23-26, please refer to the rejections made for claims 1-4 above, respectively. 

As to claims 27 and 28, please refer to the rejections made for claim 5 above. 

As to claim 29, please refer to the rejections made for claim 6 above. 

As to claims 30 and 32, please refer to the rejections made for claim 7 above. 

As to claim 34, please refer to the rejections made for claim 1 1 above. 
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As to claim 35, please refer to the rejection made for claim 12 above. 

As to claims 36-38, please refer to the rejections made for claims 2-4 above, respectively. 

As to claims 39 and 40, please refer to the rejections made for claim 5 above. 

As to claim 41, please refer to the rejections made for claim 6 above. 

As to claims 42 and 44, please refer to the rejections made for claim 7 above. 



As 


to 


claim 


46, 


please 


refer 


to 


the 


rejections 


made 


for 


claim 


1 1 above. 


As 


to 


claim 


47, 


please 


refer 


to 


the 


rejections 


made 


for 


claim 


1, 4 and 5 above. 


As 


to 


claim 


48, 


please 


refer 


to 


the 


rejections 


made 


for 


claim 


5 above. 


As 


to 


claim 


49, 


please 


refer 


to 


the 


rejections 


made 


for 


claim 


6 above. 


As 


to 


claim 


50, 


please 


refer 


to 


the 


rejections 


made 


for 


claim 


12, 4 and 5 above. 


As 


to 


claim 


51, 


please 


refer 


to 


the 


rejections 


made 


for 


claim 


5 above. 


As 


to 


claim 


52, 


please 


refer 


to 


the 


rejections 


made 


for 


claim 


6 above. 


As 


to 


claim 


53, 


please 


refer 


to 


the 


rejections 


made 


for 


claim 


1 above. 


As 


to 


claim 


54, 


please 


refer 


to 


the 


rejections 


made 


for 


claim 


12 above. 


As 


to 


claim 


55, 


please 


refer 


to 


the 


rejections 


made 


for 


claim 


1 above. 


As 


to 


claim 


56, 


please 


refer 


to 


the 


rejections 


made 


for 


claim 


12 above. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

8. Claims 8, 10, 19-21, 31, 33, 43 and 45 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

9. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Aaron W. Carter whose telephone number is (571) 272-7445. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8am - 4:30 am (Mon. - Fri.). 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Bhavesh Mehta can be reached on (571) 272-7453. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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